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in her incontinency as she should have torture in
her death; and then, finally, he bursts into tears,
bewailing his misfortune in meeting such ill-con-
ditioned wives, and blaming his Council for this
last mischief." l
In the meanwhile Henry sought such distraction
as he might at Oatlands and other country places,
solaced by music   and mummers, whilst Norfolk,
in grief and apprehension, lurked on his own lands,
and Gardiner kept a firm hand upon affairs.    The
discomfiture  of  the   Howards,  who  had  brought
about   the  Catholic  reaction,  gave new hope   to
the Protestants that the wheel of fate was turning
in their favour.   Anne of Cleves, they began to
whisper, had been confined of a " fair boy " ; " and
whose should it be but the King's Majesty's, be-
gotten when she was at Hampton Court ? "    This
rumour, which the King, apparently, was inclined to
believe, gave great offence and annoyance to*him
and his Council, as did the severely repressed but
frequent statements that he intended to take back
his  repudiated  wife.       It  was   not   irresponsible
gossip alone that took this turn, for on the lath
December the ambassador from the Duke of Cleves
brought   letters   to   Cranmer   at   Lambeth   from
Chancellor Olsiliger, who had negotiated the mar-
riage,  commending  to  him  the  reconciliation   of
Henry   with   Anne.     Cranmer,   who   understood
perfectly well that with Gardiner as the King's
factotum such a thing was impossible, was fright-
ened out of his wits by such a suggestion,   and
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